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Save Our Children’s Rights campaign launches second wave of action to protect 
SEND legal rights 
 
A national campaign to protect the legal rights of children and young people with special 
educational needs and disabilities (SEND) is launching a fresh wave of action, urging 
supporters to act ahead of a key parliamentary debate in September. 
 
The Save Our Children’s Rights (SOCR) campaign was formed in response to growing 
concerns that government reforms to the SEND system under consideration could restrict 
access to Education, Health and Care plans (EHCPs), particularly for children in mainstream 
school - a move that would slash statutory support from hundreds of thousands of pupils. 
 
Backed by more than 119,000 petition signatures1 and a powerful open letter2 signed by 
leading charities, campaigners and public figures, SOCR has already gained national 
attention. Now, with Parliament due to debate the issue on 15 September, the campaign is 
entering an important new phase. 
 
Throughout August, SOCR is calling on people to write to their MP ahead of the debate. The 
campaign is also stepping up its photo and video campaign, which highlights why EHCPs 
and SEND legal protections are vital to families - and what’s at stake if they are removed. A 
new video launches today to bring these stories to life.  
 
A campaign spokesperson said, “If the government presses ahead with plans to restrict or 
remove EHCPs, thousands of children and young people will be left without the support they 
need to learn, thrive, or even stay in education. 
 
“When properly applied, the law provides support that is truly life-changing. Weakening or 
removing that legal protection, when families are already forced to fight for the support the 
law says their children are entitled to, should be unthinkable. Families are deeply worried - 
but they are also determined, and ready to join with us to defend these vital rights.” 
 
The SOCR campaign is calling on ministers to rule out any plans that would weaken or 
remove the legal rights of children and young people with SEND – and instead tackle the 
real problems in the SEND system, including ensuring the law is properly applied, improving 
accountability and providing adequate funding.  
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The Save Our Children’s Rights campaign is led by a coalition of organisations and 
individuals united in defending the legal rights of children and young people with SEND, 
including: 

●​ IPSEA, SEND legal advice charity 

●​ Special Needs Jungle Ltd, parent-led SEND website 

●​ SEND Rights Alliance, parent group 

●​ John Harris, journalist and SEND parent 

●​ Learning Disability Today, disability magazine 

●​ SOS!SEN, SEND legal support  

●​ SEND National Crisis, parent group  

 

For enquiries, quotes or interviews, please contact: campaign@socr.org.uk  
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