What MPs Need to Know About the SEND Proposals

Protecting every child and young person’s right to an education that meets their needs

OUR.CHILDREN'S

R3GHTS

SEND IS In a crisis Of compllance Do you think the SEND Il Significantly worsen support: 87%

Across England, children and young people proposals will improve Ml Somewhat worsen support: 9%
with SEND are being let down by the education, support for children | g""ke no ffc'ffefencei e . 29
. and youn eople with omewnhnat improve support: %
health and social care systems that should be e ) Sl e S sEeis G
supporting them.
382 38

Every child and young person with SEND
currently has a clear statutory right to an
education that meets their individual needs. Source: Special Needs Jungle upcoming research results
But too often, parents have to fight for what
their children need; engage in stressful battles
to get what they are entitled to by law.

Why? Because public bodies routinely delay or
deliberately ignore the law, meaning children
don’t always get the timely special educational
provision they need.

Official figures show only 46% of new EHCPs
are finalised on time. That isn’t just a statistic.
It translates to thousands of children waiting
for the help they need. Many have no provision
at all, sometimes for years.

It also means parents giving up jobs to care
for them, reducing incomes, increasing benefits
claimed, and a lower tax take. And if children
don’t get support, they’re more likely to develop
worse mental health and become NEET.

So the real issue isn’t how much the right SEND
support costs councils. It’s how much it costs
the country as a whole if it isn’t provided in a
timely way. Life chances diminished, work
opportunities reduced, family lives destroyed.
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The existing legal right to individualised SEND
support must be protected

The SEND proposed ‘reforms’ will both remove and

weaken vital rights that, over the last decade, have

enabled millions of disabled children to access the

individualised education they need. The plans signal a

move away from this individually-based support,

instead grouping pupils into nationally-defined cohort

‘packages’.

The reforms risk weakening 20 key rights including:

« Shoehorning children into fixed packages they may
not fit, because of the wide variety of SEND needs.
Lucy Powell MP has said she wants to move away
from a “one size fits all” system. But it appears that
the reverse is true.

- The right to enforceable provision, potentially
“downgrading” children from legally-backed EHCPs
to Individual Support Plans (ISPs) with little
accountability.

- Rights to appeal potentially unlawful decisions

And sometimes, even lives lost. - Raising the threshold for statutory assessment from
a clear criteria in place for over 30 years, to an
What’s the answer? undefined “complex needs” potentially leaving
The Government has the right intention to children with insufficient specialist help
improve mainstream inclusion and provision. But | . The right for parents to seek a specific school
the current law already supports this. placement, and the removal of the Tribunals’s ability
However, public bodies must be made to be more to name the setting. Instead, councils gain greater
accountable for unlawful decision-making that powers to dictate placements and refuse requests
drives an adversarial system and increases on “value for money” grounds.
delays, costs, and misery. - The right to provision for children and young people
Every child & young person entitled to special outside mainstream settings, including children
educational provision must receive it on time and receiving education other than at school (EOTAS),
without a fight. But the law must remain as a young people in post-16 training, and those in
backstop. alternative provision or youth custody.

The Education Select Committee provided a
blueprint in their 2025 report with an array of
practical recommendations.

How would you describe your overall feelings about the
proposed SEND reforms?
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Education Select Committee Chair
It is possible and deliverable, not by unpicking 210 192 5(13

vital legal protections, but by prioritising genuine
accountability, the right funding, and retaining
the current law.

Source: Special Needs Jungle upcoming research results
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